
The Energy Debate >
Climate Change and Energy Options for Australia

With the climate heating up, vigorous debate has opened in Australia about how to power 
the country - is nuclear energy the answer, can fossil fuels be rendered clean, or do we 
need to seriously invest in renewable technologies using sun, wind and water? The 
Energy Debate will bring together prominent thinkers from across the spectrum, to 
examine, explain and argue their vision for the energy future of Australia.

August 23 2006
Yasuko Hiraoka Myer Room
Sydney Myer Asia Centre
University of Melbourne

Limited places available. To request a place, contact:  
Domenica Settle
Australian Centre for Science, Innovation and Society
University of Melbourne
dsettle@unimelb.edu.au
T. (03) 8344 4708

Presented by the Australian Centre for 
Science, Innovation and Society and the 
Menzies Foundation 



8:30 - 9:00 Registration

The Context
9:00 - 9:10 Introduction

Mr Brian Doyle, Deputy Chairman, Menzies Foundation

9:10 - 9:25 The History and Context of the Energy Debate in Australia
Professor Jim Falk, Director, Australian Centre for Science, Innovation and 
Society

9:25 - 9:55 The Science of Climate Change, the Risks, and Future Emissions Control
Dr Graeme Pearman, Honorary Senior Research Fellow at Monash University and 
former chief of CSIRO Atmospheric Research

9:55 - 10:15 Possible Sustainable Energy Futures
Dr Iain MacGill, Senior Lecturer in Energy Systems, University of New South 
Wales

10:15 - 10:30 Questions

10:30 - 11:00 Morning Tea
    

Nuclear Power and Averting Climate Change
11:00 - 11:30 Dr Ian Smith, CEO, Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation

11:30 - 12:00 Dr Jim Green, Nuclear Campaigner, Friends of the Earth Australia

12:00 -12:30 Questions

12:30 - 1:30 Lunch

Non-Nuclear Power and Averting Climate Change
1:30 - 2:00 Dr Lila Gurba, Research Manager, Cooperative Research Centre for Coal in 

Sustainable Development

2:00 - 2:30 Dr Mark Diesendorf, Senior Lecturer, Institute of Environmental Studies, University 
of New South Wales

2:30 - 3:00 Questions

3:00 - 3:30 Afternoon Tea

The Future: What is the Preferred Energy Mix for Australia for the Next 25 Years?
3:30 - 3:50 Anthony Albanese MP, Federal Shadow Minister for the Environment, Australian 

Labor Party

3:50 - 4:10 Dr Dennis Jensen MP, Federal MP and former CSIRO scientist, Liberal Party of 
Australia

4:10 - 4:20 Dr Mark Diesendorf, Senior Lecturer, Institute of Environmental Studies, University 
of New South Wales

4:20 - 4:30 Dr Martin Sevior, Associate Professor, School of Physics, University of Melbourne

4:30 - 4:40 Dr Alan Roberts, theoretical physicist and former member of the Nuclear Safety 
Committee of the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency

4:40 - 4:50 Dr Ian Smith, CEO, Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation

4:50 - 5:30 Panel discussion, with questions from the floor




